INTL 201 Final Exam Alternative Assignment
You can choose to take the final exam (which is Exam IV) or to turn in this paper. The paper is due by May 4 at 11am. It is to be turned in on Blackboard. If you turn in the paper, you will not take the final exam on May 4.  

Country Evaluation
[bookmark: _GoBack]For a country of your choosing, you are to evaluate the business environment of that country. At the end of your paper, you are to give an overall assessment of how good the business environment is for American multinational companies. Below are the major sections that are to be included in the paper. 

I. Introduction
II. Country of Interest
a. Background
i. Geographic location, bordering countries, capital and other major cities, 
ii. Population size and demographics (i.e., major employers/industries, population age, literacy, and other trends)
iii.  Trade and investment policies, etc…
b. Economics and industry
i. GDP growth, unemployment, inflation and other major economic indicators
ii. Major economic trends that have recently affected companies operating within the country
iii. Major industries that are important in the country
c. Policies that affect commerce
i. Tax rates (especially corporate tax rates)
ii. Local content requirements, workforce policies (e.g., France’s 32 hour max work week). 
iii. Political Risks
iv. Others 
d. Foreign exchange
i. Stability of the currency
ii. Any major issues that could affect the exchange rate in the future
e. Culture
i. Overview of the culture
ii. Discuss how the culture impacts business within the country
iii. Influence on consumer behavior (i.e., what people like to buy)
III. Conclusions
a. Your assessment of the country and whether it would be good for American firms to compete there 
b. Major factors that foreign companies should consider before entering the market

Mechanics
· 5-7 pages, excluding cover page and references
· Double-spaced 
· 1” margins
· 12-point Times New Roman font
· APA, MLA, or Chicago formatting (choose one of the three) 
· Must use  at least 5 unique references 
· It is to be written in paragraph format
· Bullet points are to be used sparingly 
· You can use a few tables, graphs, and charts, but please limit these to fewer than three and each one should take up less than a quarter of a page 
